t 


The 

Robert  E.  Gross 
CollecHon 

A  Memorial  to  the  Founder 
of  the 


Business  Administration  Library 
Los  Angeles 


THE 

Cgtinibtttigij  i&araDife  Begaiuo, 

O     R 

THE  City  fet    at    Liberty,    to   propagate   and 
improve  her  Trade  and  Commerce. 

Being  a  curious  Difertation  thereon,  and  difcovery  of  the 
Difeafe  thit  obftru^Jts  the  growth  and  progreis  thereof. 

And  an  cffei^lual  remedy  and  cure  therefor,  by  redrcfling 
and  removing  her  grievances. 

Ablma  catlfa  tolktur  effedus. 

The  City  ftanding  on  a  hill,    fet  on   a  plain. 
An  inland  City   immediately  commence  a    maritime  one> 
fo  as  to  join,  and  communicate,    with  the  moft  navigable 
river   in   all  Britain. 

The  City  beautified  and  adorned,  for  the  more  commodi- 
ous entertainment  of  our  patriot  Nobility  and  Gentry, 
and  inviting  them  to  frequent  their  own  Metropolis,  as 
before  the  incorporate  Union. 

And  all  this  done  in  a  frugal,  rurprifingly  cheap  and  far 
more  eafy  way,  than  hitherto  has  been  propol'ed,  or  pro- 
bably ever  will  be,  yea  is  done  for  nothing,  in  regard 
of  the  profit  and  gain  of  fome  Thoufands  of  pounds  an- 
nually, that  attends  this  method;  as  is  clearly  made  ap- 
pear in  the  following  pages  of  this  EfTay;  and  in  fome 
cafes  for  lefs  than  nothing-,  in  regard  of  the  faving  Mo- 
iiey,  that  otherways  behoved  neceliarily  to  be  expended. 

Bt  a  Merchant-Citizen,  long  acquainted  with  the  City's  Accompt 
of  Profit  and  Lois,  both  before  and  fince  the  incorporate  U- 
N  1  o  N . 

Nil  t am  dsfficilt  ^uod  non  folertia  vhicat- 
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,  E  X  P  L  A  N  A  T  I  O  N  of  the  Plate. 
A  '!''  HE  foot  of  a  fteep  brae,  where  the  firfl  pillar  or  cheek  of  the 
arch  of  a  Port,  to  preferve  the  rond  there,  from  the  Cadle-Hill 
to  the  duniz-p  "t,  and  no  wider  than  the  fiid  Street  or  dung-port  there> 
and  the  otlier  pillar  or  rheek  to  be  founded  jult  at  the  prefent  New  Port 
there,  carried  up  with  the  faid  pillar  fhould  be  a  Turnpike  for  an  entry 
of  communciation  betwixt  the  high  and  low  reads,  and  the  like  or  jufb 
fuch  another  at  the  far  end,  to  preferve  the  intended  road  there,  which 
will  reach  from  the  Turnpike  Road  at  the  Weft-Kirk  to  the  Poft-road 
at  the  Water-gate,    foot  of  the  Canongate. 

A.  A.  Between  which,  is  all  the  low  ground  to  be  filled  up  for  a 
B.  C  Bridge-Road,  Round  Court  in  Ropcrie-park,  from  whence  is  to  be 
taken  all  the  earth,  rubbifii,  flones,  occ.  fuificient  and  more,  to  fill  up  the 
oround  as  high  as  is  needful  fjr  a  Briilge-ftrect  ;  and  if  a  ftone  quarry 
(liould  be  found,  it  is  not  a-mifs  ;  but  efpecially  a  Turnpike  built  up 
here,  for  a  convenient  and  uieful  foot-paffjge  to  all  the  higher  grounds, 
which  will  be  a  well  frequented  pafTagc,  for  all  back  burdens,  to  and 
from    the  Water-fide,    and    Newhaven. 

D.  D.  D.  The  horfe,  coach  and  cart-ro.id,  floping  along  the  fide  of 
the  hinh  ground,  from  the  Turnpike-road  at  Well-Kirkbrae-head,  to 
laid  Rouud-Court,  where  all  the  roads  donieetr  and  this  road  will  com- 
municate with  all  the  roads  fiom  the  weft  of  Scotland,  Qi^ieensferry, 
Stirling-Bridge,  Glafgow,  Dumfries,  Moffat,  &c,  &c.  So  that  all  car 
riagcs  from  thence,  arriving  here,  will  with  equal  eale,  pafs  to  Edinburgh 
or  Leith. 

1.2.  3.  Three  different  methods,  whereof  one  may  be  chofen  for  a 
fiiort  crofs-pafEige  on  foot,  with  or  without  a  burthen  to  the  oppofite 
fields  on  the  high  ground  from  the  very  middle  of  the  city,  where  there 
are  ten  fcveral  entries  to  the  faid  crofs-paiTige. 

E.  E  E.  Cleland's  yards  and  houfe  F.  F,  Mrs  Moubray's  houfe  and 
parks,   which  is  the  higheft   of  the  ground 

G.  G.  The  Herb-markets;  H  Mrs  Nevvbigajng's  houfe  ;  I.  Eaft- part 
K,  of  Miln's  Court,  Cap  and  Feather  Clofs  and  Land  ;  L.  Hart's  Clofe; 
M,  Hackerfton's  wynd;  N.  The  Royal  Exchange;  O  Advocate's 
"Clofe,  P,  Roxburgh's  Clofe,  Q^  Don's  Clofe,  R,  Warrifton's  Clofe. 
S.  Mary  King's  Clofe  ;  T.  Allan  s  Clofe;  W.  Craig's  Clofe;  X.  X.  X. 
The  North  road  to  dung-port  in  Leith-wynd;  Y.  The  Trinity-Hofpi- 
tal  ;  Z.  The  College  Kirk  ;  a,  a.  Leith-wynd  ;  b,  b.  The  Calton  j 
c,  c.  Beggar  row  ;  d,  d.  Leith-walk  ;  e,  e  The  canal  to  Leith- 
Harbour;  ff  The  falt-water  branch,  with  the  Lock  or  fluice,  to  com- 
municate with  the  water  iu  the  harbour,  every  full  (ea  ;  ",  g.  The 
ficfli  water  ftanding  canal,  which  ends  <in  the  fliore  ;  h,  h.  The  har- 
bour and  fiiore  of  Leith  ;  i,  i.  The  new  key  ;  k,  k.  North  Leith  ;  1,  1. 
The  Citydale;  m,  m.  Leith-inills  ;  n,  n.  Bonnytown-mills  ;  o,  o. 
Bonny  town-dam  head  ;  p,  p.  The  mill- lead  there  ;  q,  q.  The  prefent 
water-run  from  Edinburgh  ;  r,  r  North- Leith  timber-pier  ;  s,  a.  The 
ftone- pier  there  ;  t,  t.    The  Cannonmills ;   w,  w.   Leith-river. 


HUMBLY      INSCRIBED, 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Provoft,  Magiftratcs, 
Convcener  and  Deacons  of  Crafts,  and  remanent  Mem- 
bers of  the  Honourable  Council  of  Edinburgh,  and  the 
whole  Citizens  whom  they  reprefent  : 

Tlie  Right  Honourable  Lords  of  his  Majefty's  Council  and 
SefTion,  Faculty  of  Advocates,  and  whole  Members  of 
the  College  of  Juftice. 

And  to  all  loving  Patriots  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  and 
felct5l  Society  for  encouragement  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  difcoverers  of  new  and  profitable  Inventions,  all  who 
are  inclined  to  frequent  their  antient  North  Metropolis, 
and  to  honour  her  with  their  Refidence. 

For  which  this  Eflay  is  undertaken,  to  beautify  and  adorn, 
to  render  more  convenient  (like  the  ancient  Eden  her 
Name-mother),  for  their  better  accommodation. 

But  mull  fay  no  more,  being  fenfible,  that  pompuous  Pro- 
feffions  and  anticipation  of  curiofity,  raifes  prejudice, 
and  may  be  difadvantageous  to  an  Elfay  of  this  nature; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  modefty  may  be  miftaken  foi'  dif- 
fidency ;  hut  reafon  and  candour  will  not  proceed  to 
judge,  before  examination  ;  and,  however  favourite  it 
may  be,  yet  fhall  not  paternal  partiality  prefume  to 
breathe  one  difcontented  murmur  at  their  fentence,  when 
wrong  conceived  prejudice  and  acceptation  of  men's 
perfons,  that  bane  of  right  judgment,    ftands  aloof. 

As  this  Structure  is  raifed  upon  the  commercial  Syflem, 
whofe  chief  principle  is  profit  and  gain,  for  Money  is 
the  finews  of  Agriculture  or  Architcilure,  as  well  as  War; 
fo  the  foundation  being  laid  here  at  firfl,  the  buildilig  will 
ftand  the  better,  Jtalut  opus  nieliui  (i  bene  fixa  bafis^  in' 
order  to  crown  all  at  lall,  with  pleafure,  beauty,  and 
ornament,  according  to  the  noble  and  genteel  Syiiem  ; 
fo  that  both  noble  Loi'ds  and  Commons  may  have  their 
choice,  where  to  place  or  build  their  pleafant  and  pro- 
fitable dwellings,  on  high  or  low  ground,  by  land  or 
w'ater ;  and,  if  the  execution  of  this  defign  is  found  to 
anfwer  the  purity  of  the  Intention,  the  kind  acceptance 
and  alliftance  of  all  their  Honour;?,  to  whom  it  is  above 
infcribed,  is  hoped  for,  by  iheir  Honours  mod  obedient 
Servan  ,,  the   Infcriber. 

As 
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AS  in  the  natural  Body,  the  curing  the  difeafe,  re- 
moving the  pains,  and  adrninillratincr  good  and 
wJiolfomc  noLirifhnient,  is,  in  the  firft  place,  necef- 
fary,  to  procure  a  folid  and  ]iifl:ing  coultitution, 
and  afterwards,  the  adorning  and  bcaniitying  with  the  em- 
belifhments  of  Art,  will  be  the  more  eafy  and  becoming, 
io  it  is  in  the  Body-politick,  trading  cities  have  their  difeajes 
to  be  cured,  and  grievances  removed,  and  a  good  regimen 
obferved  in  all  time  coming;  for,  whenever  the  foniicr  old 
cuflom  is  found  out  to  be  detrimental,  it  ought  to  be  laid 
aiidc,   tho'  of  never  fo  ancient  or  long  {landing. 

Now  to  find  out  and  difcover  the  dilealcs  aud  grievances 
that  fo  affli(5l  our  Mother  City,  and  effectually  to  cure,  by 
removing  the  cauTc,  and  redrefliug  her  grievances,  tlic  bad 
confequenees  and  cffeds  will  iuftautly  ccafe,  and  the  body 
grow  and  increafe,  to  inherit  the  blelling  pronounced  at  the 
beginning  to  the  two  firfl  Parents  of  tr.aukind,  Be  fruitjul 
and  multiply  and  repletiijh  the  place. 

And  feeing  in  thelc  propofals,  lately  publiilicd  in  print  for 
improving  and  adorning  the  City,  the  Nortii  Metropolis  of 
Great  Britain,  lor  the  honour  of  the  whole  incorporate  na- 
tion, there  is  no  notice  taken  of  the  oM  walHng  diieafe  (he 
labours  under,  nor  Eflay  to  deliver  her  i herefrom  :  lljere- 
fore  (hall  here  endeavour  to  hnd  out  the  caufe  of  our  dear 
Mother's  languilbing  condition,  and  then  lo  cllay  a  proper 
and  an  effedual  cure  and  remedy  ;  the  caufe  being  ren.oved, 
the  healing  remedy  will  naturally  take  place,  and  add  lile 
and  vigour  to  the  improvements  of  Art,  wiiich,  we  fliaU 
endeavour  to  do  as  clearly  and  demonftrativcly  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing  will  admit  of,  and  as  has  been  the  obfer- 
vatiou  of  Citizen  and  Trader  theiein,  for  eiore  than  halt  a 
century;  and  if  what  is  here  laid  down  (hall  be  ufeful  and 
acceptable  to  his  neighbour  Citizens  in  (he  place  of  his  na- 
tivity and  conltant  relitience,   he  will  have  his  reward. 

Albeit  the  City  of  Edinburgh  be  of  fuch  a  lituation,  a?  re^- 
prefented  in  a  late  Fampblet,  which  admits  of  but  one 
eafy  accefs,  and  that  from  Eaft  to  Weil;  yet  is  fuch  a  litu- 
ation as  makes  it  partake  of  liic  moli  falubnous  part  of  the 
Atn)olphere,  being  neither  too  high  nor  too  low,  but  in  the 
iiiiddle  region  thereof,  and  the  more  Iharp  defcent  on  both 
hdes,    contribute  to  make   the  Streets    more   clean   by  the 

more 
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uiore   (harp  current  of  ihe  water  iberefrom,   than  it   were 
Handing  on  a  dead  level,  as  Ibnie  Cities  do  ;  and  conlideiing 
allb  the  meiliod,  in  a  late  primed  plan,  let  on  iooi  for  moie 
effetflually  to  keep  the  Streets  clean,  aud  prevent  the  throw- 
ing over  the  windows,    than  ever  hitherto  has    been  done; 
but  is  too  long  here  to  inlert,   and   may  be  had  by  itielf  at 
the  Shops.     And  the  propoled  new  Street  to  Leiih,  joyning 
Leiih  and  Edinburgh  in  one  City  as  it  were,  will  make  the 
City  tor  all  lorts  of  carriages,    as  acttilihle  as  it  were  Hand- 
ing on  a  plain;  and,  with  this  additional  advantage  alio,  to 
be  free  ot  the  damp,  ihitk  and   unuholfome  air,    which  at- 
tends low  grouifls,   fo   is  Mr  flelcber^s   objeclion  fully  an- 
iwered;   ai;d,  in  plate  of  a  bad    fituation,  pioved  to  be  as 
happy  an  one,    as  he  ohicives  Loudon  to  be,  and  fobeconjc 
the  principal  tauJe  of  the  glory  and  riches  of  Scotland,  as 
London  has  been  of  England,  (as  he  ex|.)relles.)  And,  it  has 
been  fitqucntly  ob.erved,  that  very  wortliy  and  2ealous  Fa-f 
triots,  lovers  of  their  Country,    have  been  ibnietimes  mil- 
taken  in  their  conjednrcs  ar.ent    futurities,   through   their 
anxious  lears  and  jealoi'fics  :  for  inftance,  that   worthy  Pa- 
triot the  late  Lord  Belhaven  :    Now,    were  his  Lordftiip  a- 
livc  iliis  day,   how  would  he  icjoicc  to  fee  himlelt  ib  agrce- 
ably  undeceived,  as  to  the  confequcrces  of  the  incoiporaie 
Union,  of  which  he  had  fo  dreadlul   apprchcnfions   in  his 
time,  would  not  he  be  well  pleaicd  to  Ite  his  dream  he  told 
in  the  laif  Scots  Parliament,  with  lomuch  moving  eloqijence, 
interpreted   by  the  conduct  of  All-wife  Piovidente,  in  the 
direct    reverie    way,    as   niofl:   dreams    aie  j   and  lb  prov- 
en to  be  no  more  than  a  real  and  pioper  dream,  though  the 
language  of  an   honeO:    Patriot's    loving   heart,    filled  with 
jealoufy,    the  comn;on  diieafe  of  many  ardent  lover's  hearts. 
Bui  that  the  incorporate  Union  of  the  two  nations  is  the 
greatell  temporal  hleii,ngihat  could  happen  to  both  nations, 
is  too  plain  and  obvious  to  be  denied  by  any,   exceptirg 
ihofe  amongft  ourfeUes,  who,  ior   want  of  political  know, 
ledge,  and  the  true  inicrcft  of  both  nations,  or  thole  whole 
prejudices  and   wiong  notions   of  government  render  obfli. 
]!ate  and  1  iind  to  ail  denoi  ftration  j  but  ihcle  unhappy  per.; 
ions  we  muil  leave  to  thcm'ehcs,    aiid  let  us   congiatnlatc 
the  happy  confcquences  of  fuch  Union,  wiiicb.  ha.s  been  on 
the  growii  g  hand  ever  Inue  that  happy  v^ra  ;  fo  that  it  o- 
pens  to  us  a  glorious  piofpcctof  lafting  tranqnilliiy  to  latefi 

pofterity 
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poflerity,  we  fiill  advancing  in  all  dutiful  love  to  our  King 
and  Country,  may  inherit  the  Bleffing  of  the  Supreme  Rul- 
er and  Governour  of  Kingdoms  and  Nations. 

But  although  the  benefit  of  the  faid  Union  are  fenfibly 
felt  by  all  the  trading  Cities  in  Great  Britain,  yet  the 
City  of  Edinburgh  enjoys  lefs  thereof  proportionally,  than 
any  other  City  in  the  whole  united  kingdom,  and  far  lefs 
than  might  be  reafonably  expeded,  for  our  northern  Me- 
tropolis. And  here  it  is  to  be  obferved,  That  there  is  a  dif- 
eafe  that  yet  cleaves  to  her,  preys  on  her  vitals,  macerates 
her  body,  and  (lops  her  growth,  both  in  breadth  and  length, 
vaflly  difproportionally  to  her  other  Sifter  Cities,  either  in 
Britain  or  Ireland  :  And  had  it  not  been  for  this  difeafe,  and 
tor  mifcondut^  in  her  diet,  fl:ie  might  have  equalled,  at  leaft, 
lier  Sifter  Dublin  in  Ireland,  and  exceeded  her  alfo  hoth  in 
breadth  and  length,  as  (he  does  all  others  in  her  height 
and  ftately  port  ;  and  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  none  of  her 
other  Sifters  have  fuch  unv/holfome  food,  crammed  down 
their  throats,  as  ftie  is  daily  obliged  to  put  up  with. 

That  there  is  fuch  an  old  inveterate  difeafe,  lurking  at  the 
root  of  our  arbour,  like  a  gnawing  canker-worm,  is  evi- 
dent by  the  obftrudion  of  the  nourifliing  fap,  which  would 
ijsturafly  flow  and  arife  from  the  manure  our  foil  has  re- 
ceived thefe  fifty  lix  years  bygone;  fo  to  fi.nd  out  the  caufe, 
and  remove  the  fame,  its  malevolent  influence  will_  ceafe, 
and  adminiftrating  whalefomc  food  for  the  future,  is  well 
^vorth  all  our  enquiry  and  pains^  and  alfo  to  diow  fome  pre- 
fidents  of  curing  the  fame  difeafe  in  other  patients,  who 
have  been  cured  by  the  fame  method  of  Procedure,  and 
indulge  a  few  comfortable  reflexions,  on  the  benefits  that 
will  arife  to  the  City  and  Inhabiiants  theicof,  by  following 
out  the  Plan  of  thele  Propofals  ojfered  to  their  confideration 
in  the  follovving  Ellay,  that  foine  more  weight  and  power 
may  be  added,  to  elevate  the  Scale  for  complcating  the  glo- 
rious fabrick  of  our  Meivopoiis. 

Tliot  this  difeafe  has  fuch  efle*^!:  upon  this  City,  as  inca- 
pacitatcs  and  difpirits  her  trading  Inhabitants  is  too  evident 
to  be  denied,  For  if  we  look  hut  a  little  about  us,  go  but^  to 
Newcaftie  upoii  Tvne.  or  a  little  weftward  to_  Kendal, 
Whitehaven,  Liverpool,  iVTancheftcr,  or  fuch  like  inSouih- 
j>j.;^^j       fp  T^,;,.  (V-r:.    ("I^iCoow,   Abtrciecp,  or  fuch  like  in 

'  ■    '■        "  "  North- 


(     7     ) 

North -Britain;  yea,  the  petty  town  of  Dalkeith  our  door- 
neio-hbour.    From   tliefe  places  you  will  lee   carravans  of 
Carriers  with  pack  liorfes,  waggons,  &c.  with    all  Ibrts  of 
merchandize  fent  from  their  Shops  and  Warehonfes,  to  fur- 
nifli  the  inland  Country  Market-Towns,  and  Gentlemen's 
houfes,  with  Goods  and  Merchandize,  their  roads  thronged 
with  fuch  carriages ;    but  nothing  hke  that  from  our  mer- 
chants Shops  in  Edinburgh.  Yea  all  forts  of  Merchant-goods 
are  more  eafily  and  plentifully  found  in  the  private  out-ports 
and  Inland  Country  Towns  and  Markets  round  about,  than 
in  the  City  of  Edinburghj  the  reafon  thereof  is  plainly  this. 
That  the  Merehant-dealers  up  and  down  the  Kingdom,  are 
more  (hy,  and  lefs  willing,  yea  altogether  decline  to  deal 
with    the  Merchant  Shop-keepers  in  Edinburgh  :   Becaufe, 
That  there  is  a  Wall  furrounding  the  City,  and  Revenue- 
Officers  and  Waiters  ftationed  at  all  the  G^ttes  and  Entries 
of  the  City  Night  and  Day,  as  a  Court  of  Inquifition,  to 
create  them  trouble,  tho'  never  fo  innocent,   to  (lop,   de- 
tain and  feize  their  goods  at  their  pleafure,   which  is  not  fo 
done  in  any  City,  Town   or  Corporation,  in  all   Britain ; 
and  thefe  Waiters  arc  fufFered  and  authoriicd  at  the  Gates, 
to  unload,   open  and  fearch,  Trunk,  Box,  Pack,  Sack,  or 
Creel,    or  other   Package,    yea  fearch  the   very   Pockets 
of  the  Entrants  of  the  gates;  and  if  they  find  the  leaft  dif- 
ference in  the  quality  or  quantity  mentioned  in  the  pernaits 
or  clearances,  or  time  of  arrival,  to  detain  or  ieize  at  their 
pleafure:  For  it  is  very  eafy  to  find  fault  here,  by  thofe  who 
ad  for  themfelves,   as  they  fay,   as  well  as  for  his  Majeftyj 
or,  if  the  goods  have  no  permit  at  all,  becaufe  not  needful 
in  any  other  place,  they  bring  their  goods  to,  except  Edin- 
burgh,   they    do    not   mind   that    partiaUty   praclifcd   in 
Edinburgh,  until  the  goods  be  adaally  feized  ;  fo  that  in  all 
time  coming,  they  rather  chufe  to  go  by  that  place, For  tlio' 
the  goods  have  been  lawfully  imported,  and   paid  ail  duty^^, 
yet  they  may  not  know,  having  bought  them  from  the  iui- 
. porter,  or  others,  without  fuch  quelVions  alked,  having  no 
need  for  permits,  to  carry  to  the  country  they  deal  in;  or, 
it  being  long  after  their  entry,  they  cannot  depone  on  the 
identity  of  tlie  goods,  and  a  great  many  other  circumftances, 
and  To  can  procure  no  permits,  nor  is  it  needful  to  have  per- 
mits  with  fuch  land  carriage  goods,  as  are  ftopt  at  the  gates 
of  Edinburgh,  but  at  no  where  eUe.    And  at  laft,  tho'  the 
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^oods  To  feizeii  may  be  recovered  upon  trial,  before  the 
Court  of  E<cheqLier,  yet  it  is  attended  with  (lich  trouble,  ex.- 
pence,  and  on-waiting,  as  is  a  caution  to  them,  how  they 
deal  with  the  merchants  of  Edinburjih,  or  inhabitants  there 
in  time  coming:  This  inclines  them  to  trade  and  deal  with 
any  other  in  the  country  ronnd,  than  with  the  Citizens  of 
Edinburgh,  yea  to  fell  their  goods  cheaper  in  the  country 
to  dealers  there,  than  to  the  city,  where  trade  is  fo  much 
flraitened   and  fettered. 

The  bad  effeds  this  has  on  the  city's  trade,  with  refped 
to  her  foreign  trade,  imported  and  confumed  in  the  city, 
which  we  call  \\&\-  pnjjlve  trade  (as  for  her  active  trade,  we 
(hall  treat  of  it  afterwards).  And  it  is  this,  that,  when  our 
nobility,  gentry,  lawyers,  &c.  come  to  winter  in  the  city, 
or  to  attend  the  Sedions,  fummer  or  winter,  they  decline  to 
deal  with  the  merchant  (hop-keepers  in  the  city,  for  fur- 
niiliing  their  families  while  in  town,  or  at  their  removing  to 
the  country  again,  becauCe,  that  all  forts  of  foreign  goods 
are  more  readily  had  in  the  country  where  they  come  from, 
or  o-o  to,  and  bring  in  to  the  city  with  their  own  furniture 
and  equipage,  and  thefe  goods,  whether  entered  and  pay- 
ing duty  or  not,  or  even  altogether  prohibited  ;  yet,  as  be. 
longing  to  them,  the  waiters  at  the  Ports  ftand  in  awe  to 
meddle  with,  for  fear  of  further  trouble  ;  but,  if  belonging 
to  a  merchant-inhabitant,  they,  for  want  of  a  permit,  or 
if  the  fame  be  run  out,  for  a  day,  or  fome  one  fmall  cir- 
cumftance  or  another,  and  that  for  their  own  intereft,  as 
well  as  his  Majefty's,  they  are  (topped  and  feized,  to  ftand 
a  chargea:1)le  Exchequer-trial ;  fo  that  trade  is  forced  into 
another  channel,  than  through  Edinburgh. 

Now,  ought  there  to  be  fuch  partiahty  or  inequality  prac- 
rifed  towards  the  city  of  Edinburgh  alone,  in  refpevfi  of  li- 
berty, free  and  uninterrupted  egrefs  and  ingrefs,  or  more 
or  left  to  one  trading  city  than  to  another,  efpecially  to  the 
metropolis  of  a  country,  which  pays  the  greateft  (hare  of 
the  public  bu:dens,  for  fo  much  free  and  uninterrupted  ac- 
cefs  as  a  city,  fair,  or  market  hath  ;  fo  much  is  the  liberty, 
priviledo-e  and  freedom  of  that  city,  fair  or  market,  apd 
this  freedom  have  all  the  trading  cities  in  Great  Britaiii, 
Edinburgh  only  excepted,  as  faid  is  ;  for  London,  Hriftol, 
York,  Nrrvcalile,  nor   any  other    in    South   Britain,   nor 
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Glafgow,  Stirling;,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  nor  any  in  all  North 
Britain,  none  of  them  have  waiters  ftationcd  at  their  gates 
or  entries,  only  Edinburtrh  is  (liiit  up,  and  garriibned  this 
way,  to  ftand  out  againft  trade,  as  it  were  an  enemy. 

Now  having  laid  open  the  difeafe  in  its  caufe,  and  the 
bad  efFci5ts  thereof  on  the  pajjive  trade  ot  the  city,  we  Ihall 
now  treat  of  the  far  worfe  effcifls  it  has  on  the  more  va,lu^ 
able  part,  viz.  That  which  is  her  adhe  tranfportation  trade, 
a  trade  wiiich  enriches  ftates,  and  is  the  glory  of  the  Bri- 
tiih  nation  with  lelpedl  to  trade,  a  trade  which  raifed  FIol- 
land  out  of  her  fens  and  marifhes,  and  filled  her  full  of 
cities,  and  numerous  inhabitants,  a  trade  that  hath  no  end 
but  is  conflantly  circulating  and  increafing,  vires  aqiunmt 
eundo,  and,  at  every  revolution,  leaves  a  lia lance  to  aug- 
ment the  ftock,  never  waftes,  confuraes  or  turns  into  dung 
at  laft,  as  the  bare  paflive  trade  does.  Now,  of  this  belt 
part  of  trade,  Edinburgh  is  deprived;  for,  will  the  mer- 
chants in  the  kingdom  chufe  to  let  their  goods  pafs  in  this 
channel,  where  they  muft  go  through  the  heccle-pins  of 
the  inquifition  kept  at  the  ports  of  Edinburgh,  which  is  not 
fo  in  any  other  part  of  the  whole  united  kingdom  ;  no  fure- 
ly,  they  will  keep  at  a  diftance  therefrom,  fo  other  hands 
are  employed  to  lit  their  goods  for  export  or  tranlporta- 
tion-trade,  and  carried  to  other  ports  for  that  purpofe,  and 
other  (liipping  and  hands  imployed,  whereby  our  merchants, 
tradefmen,  artificers,  mariners,  fltip-owners,  he.  are  depri- 
ved of  an  equal  (hare  of  the  liberty  of  trade,  and  all  this, 
by  the  confequences  of  that  bad  oeconomy  of  the  city's 
being  garrifoned  with  (lone-walls,  gates  and  bars,  and  cu- 
ftom-houfe  officers  Rationed  at  them  night  and  day,  to  de- 
prive her  of  the  liberty  enjoyed  by  every  other  city. 
■  Though  not,  in  the  leail:  degree,  to  countenance  thefel- 
lonious  practice  of  fmuggling,  which  is  the  enemy  of  trade, 
and  all  lawful  and  honourable  traders;  but  let  the  revenue 
officers  behave  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  as  they  do  in  the 
cities  of  Loudon,  Briftol,  York,  Glafgow,  Abeideen,  or 
any  other  city,  or  all  the  cities  in  the  united  kingdom,  or 
Ireland,  and  tio  othevwife,  and  it  will  appear  to  be  very 
unreafbnlible,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  Ihonld  lye 
under  any  unequal  preflure,  and  difadvantage  of  trade  ;  for 
they  being  in  the  .place  where  is  the  feat  ol  the  law  refpcc- 
ting  trade,  as  veil  a?  other  matters,   have  greater  opportu- 
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nitics  of  knowing  the  real  intcreft  of  trade,  which  is  for  the 
general  and  univerfal  good  of  the  country^  and  what  is  on 
the  contrary  hurtful  and  detrimental  thereto,  they  hear- 
tily concur  and  fall  in  with  the  mind,  of  the  legilla- 
ture,  whofe  a^ls  concerning  trade,  are  all  calculate 
for  the  general  good  and  real  intcreft  of  the  country  ; 
nothing  high  rated  arc  prohibite  but  what  is  hurtful  and 
detrimental  thereto.  This  every  wife  and  knowing  mer- 
chant cafily  fees;  but  thofe  who  are  unfkilful  and  novicej- 
do  not  comprehend,  and  the  ftraitening  thefe  in  the  city,, 
opens  a  door  to  thofe  in  the  country,  which  runs  them  in- 
to thefe  ruining  fmuggling  pradiccs,  to  their  own  ruin> 
and  all  lawful  traders  hurt  and  detriment.  Not  long  ago, 
the  fole  privilege  of  importing  and  tranfporting  foreign 
goods,  belonged  to  the  freemen  inhabitants  of  royal  bur- 
rows, but  how  it  came  to  the  out  ports,  creeks,  and  coun- 
try villages,  fliall  not  be  here  inquired  into. 

In  the  antient  unhappy  times,  when  trade  was  not  fo  re- 
garded, war,  and  the  implements  thereof,  was  the  chief 
ftudy  and  employment,  then  high  walls,  and  llrong  gates, 
might  have  been  neceflary  and  ufeful  -^  but  now  in  thefe 
Halcyon  days,  and  more  happy  times,  the  fcene  is  changed, 
when  all  Great  Britain  is  to  be  confidered  as  one  great  city, 
incompafled  round  with  one  great  broad  navigable  water-wall-, 
and  fome  hundreds  of  moving  ftrong  caftjes  and  forts  thereon, 
better  than  th^ofe  of  immoveable  ftoneand  lime,,  and  has  pro- 
ven a  better  wall  to  Britain  than  the  wonderful  Chi-nefe  wall 
to  that  empire,  Adrian's  orSeverus's  wall  to  us,or  Edinburgh 
flone-wall  to  it,,  which  brings  to  mind  the  infcription  put 
on  the  Netherbow-port  of  Edinburgh  by  King  James  VI. 
being  put  on  in  large  capital  gold  letters,  was  plainly  to  be 
read  within  thefe  50  years,  though  now  quite  worn  out, 
Jris  excubio,  nonjic  excubio  tiec  circumjiantiapila  quam  tiita' 
iur  amor,  recommending  thereby  to  us  a  better  fafeguard 
than  (lone- walls  and  fhut  gates,  viz.  a  good  and  loving 
occonomy  within  protet.^?  a  city. 

Having  fo  far  proceeded  as  to  the  difeife,  and  the  bad 
coniequences  thereof  in  a  trading  dty,  both  as  to  aftive  and 
pailive  concerns,  Ihall  now  treat  of  the  cure,  and,  confider- 
Ing  her  prcfent  low  circumftances  as  to  money-matters,  t» 
find  out  a  cure  that  Hiall  be  very  cheap,  will  certainly  be 
very  acceptable,  and  well-pleafing  to  all,  all  which  we  dif- 
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pair  not  to  do,  liy  the  equitable  jafticc  and  favour  of  the 
beft  of  governments  we  are  now  blefleil  with  ;  for  will  ever 
fuch  a  facher  deny  the  requeft  of  his  elder  daughter  Edina, 
when  requeuing  only  to  be  nouriftied  in  an  equal  manner 
with  the  youngeft  of  her  fifters  ?  Surely  no.  Then  fliall 
our  dear  mother  city  be  cured  of  that  old  macerating  dileafe, 
which  has  fo  long  depreft  her  growth,  become  the  princi- 
pal caufe  of  the  glory  of  North  Britain,  as  London  is  of  the 
South,  as  Mr  Fletcher  juftly  oblerves.     Now, 

The  city  of  Edinburgh  having  part  of  her  revenue  in  an 
irapoft  on  foreign  hquors  imported  into  the  city,  Leith,  and 
Canongate,  for  fale,  and  the  method  of  colleding  it  makes 
the  taKmen  who  farm  it  from  the  city  to  keep  waiters  at  all 
the  entries  to  the  city  dl  day,  and  (hut  ports  at  night,  fo 
•this  furniflied  an  occafion  and  example  for  the  officers  of 
the  board  of  cuftoms  to  keep  their  ftations  there  alio,  which 
is  not  fo  done -in  any  city  in  all  Britain,  as  faid  is;  for 
altho',  before  the  union  of  the  kingdoms,  the  gentlemen 
•wIk)  farmed  the  cuftoms  of  Scotland  from  the  Scots  parlia- 
ment, kept  their  cuftom-houfe  waiters,  was,  that  all  Eng- 
Jiih  goods  by  land  carriage,  as  well  as  by  fea,  were  liable 
to  pay  cuftom  at  importation  into  Scotland  -,  but,  fince  the 
■union,  the  cafe  is  quite  a-ltered,  and  ought  to  be  laid  afide 
an  Edinburgh,  as  it  is  in  atl  other  places  ;  yea  it  is  in  the 
citie's  option  to  caft  open  their  ports  night  and  day,  and 
take  the  gat^s  off  the  hinges,  aiid  lay  them  by  amongft  their 
old  lumber,  and  make  a  great  many  more  entries  and 
throughfairs  into  the  city,  or  take  down  their  wall  al tog e.- 
ther,  as  the  city  of  Dublin  did,  and  gave  the  ftones  there- 
of ^/-.'zr/V,  to  any  that  built  on  the  ground  contiguous  thereto; 
fo  that  -the  city  of  Diiblin  is  increafed  more  than  double  in 
extent  and  inhabitants,  and  fo  confequentially  in  riches  lincc 
that  time,  a  recent  enough  example  to  us  to  do  the  fame. 

It  is  maintained.  That  Edinburgh  loies  rauc4i  more  infen- 
fibly  in  her  trade,  by  her  ftone-wall,  clofc  ports,  narrow  and 
«nfrequent  entries,  than  all  it  could  fuifer  by  any  other 
method  of  collecting  and  afceriaining  the  faid  import  ;  be- 
sides the  way  it  is  done  by  waiters  at  the  ports,  were  it  even 
by  the  way  it  is  prefently  colleded  at  Leith  and  Canongate, 
viz.  by  the  oath  of  the  dealers,  or  arbitration  of  neighbours 
as  ftent- mailers,  and  conHdering  the  late  act  of  parliament, 
Jaying  the  flock  of  all  fpirits,  as  to  its  increaic  and  decreal.c, 
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under  the  excife,  wliofe  officers  keep  account  thereof,  the 
dealers  therein  are  more  eafily  known,  and  the  quantities 
they  confume  ,  and  an  abftradl  may  be  piocured  from  them, 
as  of  the  two  penny  ale  duty  or  impoft.  And  this  for  fo 
much  as  concerns  ipirits  in  all  enterable  places.  And  the 
]aiter  acl  ancnt  the  wine-licences,  however  it  may  do  to 
afcertain  the  quantities,  it  will  exhibite  the  dealers  therein  •, 
and  confidering  the  waiters  and  overfeers  fees,  and  the  ba- 
lance that  mult  go  to  the  taxmen,  when  fet  to  them,  who, 
BO  doubt,  muft  be  gainers  for  iheir  pains,  there  might  be 
as  much  made  of  it  this  way,  if  not  more  j  yea,  fuppufe  it 
amounted  to  lefs,  yet  the  benefiting  the  city's  trade  in  ge- 
neral, would  far  counter- balance  that  lofs.  But  we  have 
yet  referved  another  method  of  cure,  whereby  the  city's 
revenue  will  not  fuffer  any  diminution,  but  will  rather  be 
greatly  augmented  and  improven. 

We  Ihall  now  come,  according  to  the  method  propofed, 
to  fliew  fome  precedents  and  examples  how  this  deadnefs 
and  obfl:ru£tion  of  trade  has  been  cured  in  other  places,  and 
the  fuccefs  there  calls  on  us  aloud  to  follow  the  fame  me- 
thod. \Jl,  The  city  of  London,  which,  in  former  times, 
had  fuch  a  wall,  iliut  ports  at  night,  and  waiters  ffationed 
at  them  all  day,  on  account  of  their  inipofl:  on  wine  and 
foreign  liquors  imported  to  the  city  as  we  have,  and  col- 
le6led  as  we  do ;  but  they  finding  the  hurt  and  detriment  of 
colle61iiig  ii  fo,  and  keeping  up  a  wall,  and  (hut  ports,  &c. 
they  iound  favour  with  the  government  to  get  the  city's 
impotl:  coUeded  in  the  different  cuflom-houfcs,  along  wiih 
the  duty  of  them  at  importation,  whereupon  they  dilniified 
iheir  waiters  at  their  ports,  and  laid  open  their  city  to  trade 
night  and  day,  which  liberty  and  freedom,  has  been  one 
great  mean  of  procuring  fo  great  an  increafe  of  that  city's 
vaft   trade. 

Yea,  fuch  was  the  favour  of  the  government  to  their  own 
metropolis  in  the  South,  that  the  city  of  London's  impoil: 
being  extended  to  all  the  wines  and  liquors  imported  into 
England,  from  Berwick,  round  by  Dover  and  Briltol  to  Car- 
lifle;  lb  that  the  city's  impoft  is  paid  along  with  the  king's 
duty  at  all  the  different  ports  and  cuftom-houfes  in  South 
Britain.  This,  no  doubt,  is  a  good  precedent  for  the  city 
of  Edinburgh  to  plead  for  the  like  favour,  for  the  encou- 
ragemciit  ot  the  North   Metropolis.     Yea  the  city  ha?  a 
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precedent  of  the  government's  favour  this  way,  in  the  cx- 
tention  of  the  im^iofton  ale,  with  refped  to  the  two-pennies 
on  the  two-penny  ale  colleded  by  the  excife,  according  to 
their  books,  along  with  the  excife  on  ale.  As  for  the  con- 
currence of  our  nobility  and  gentry,  whom  this  extention 
of  the  wine-irapolT;  feems  n.ofl;  to  concern,  when  we  be- 
hold their  ardour  and  forwardneis  to  contribute  their  endea- 
vours To  cheartully  in  every  thing  that  tends  to  the  benefit 
of  trade.  And  intereft  of  iheir  own  metropolis,  and  to  heLp 
lier  out  of  her  rubbilh,  in  rebuilding  her  old  wades :  They 
will  not  be  behind  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  England,  who 
concurred  with  their  Southern  Metropolis  in  this  very 
thing  ;  and  confidering  alio,  that  this  kiodnefs  and  favour- 
able concurrence  would  be  an  equivalent,  as  it  were,  for 
her  lofs  of  their  company  in  their  not  frequenting  the  city 
as  they  did  before  the  union,  in  attending  the  Scot's  par- 
liament's luting  in  this  city  ;  and,  it  is  very  apparent,  that, 
as  the  proiperity  of  the  metropolis,  either  South  or  North, 
increafech,  lb  do  the  value  of  the  land-eftates  proportionally 
ariie  around,  far  and  near,  as  Mr  Fletcher  juftly  obferves. 

Now,  fuppoling  all  the  improvements  to  be  effedcd,  the 
city  let  at  liberty  to  enjoy  her  lawful  trade,  as  any  other 
city  in  all  Britain,  without  being  controlled  by  waiters  or 
pent  up  within  walls,  and  fhut  gates,  the  ciiy  made  more 
accefiable  fouth  and  north,  as  ealt  and  weft,  for  all  manner 
of  carriages  and  palfengers,  and  a  bioad  frclli- water  canal 
to  join  Leith  and  Edinburgh  together,  navigable  for  all 
manner  of  carriages  and  paflengers,  and  all  this  done  in 
an  eafyand  furpiifingly  cheap  manner,  as  Ihall  be  here  after- 
wards clearly  demonftrate  ;  bur,  in  the  interim,  let  us  a 
little  indulge  a  few  comfortable  retlcdlions  on  the  benefits 
that  will  accrue  to  the  city  thereby. 

Our  citizen's  trade  no  more  unequally  ftraitencd,  and  in 
limes  of  commotion,  for  fecurity  of  all  valuable  efFc(51:s, 
fuch  as  plate,  money,  banks,  papers,  public  perfon?,  mini- 
flers  of  ftate,  &c.  the  flrong  caltlc  of  Edinburgh^  is  a  ie- 
curer  allylum  and  repofitory,  juft  at  hand,  tiun  any  wall 
whatever,  and  the  merchants,  up  and  down  the  kingdom, 
would  no  more  turn  away  and  be  averfe  to  deal  with  the 
citizens.  The  trade  and  demand  from  the  country,  and  in- 
land places,  gentlemens  feats  in  the  country,  ai-ii  country- 
villages,  would  be  in  and  from  the  city.     The  uafly  north 
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loch  turned  into  dry  ground,  and  more  ufefully  employed 
than  to  be  a  nufance  and  (hut  gate  to  the  city,  as  it  has 
been.  The  city  (landing  on  a  hill,  by  means  of  two  new 
flreets,  fct,  for  eafinels  of  iccefs,  as  it  were  on  a  plain, 
and  Leith  joined  to  Edinburgh  as  one  city,  and  an  inland 
city  commence  immediately  a  maritime  one,  and  the  city's 
import;  afcertained  and  collected,  as  faid  is ;  the  merchants 
would  be  under  no  fuch  neceflity  to  keep  their  liquors  they 
deal  in  at  fuch  a  dirt:ance  from  their  dwelling-houfes,  and 
places  of  their  own  rcfidence  in  the  city  on  account  of  the 
city's  import:,  but  have  their  cellars  in  Edinburgh  near 
themfelves ;  and  fo  not  to  be  obliged  to  travel  a  mile  of 
xvay,  for  every  fmall  quantity  they  have  to  fend  to  the 
country,  whereby  the  greateft  part  of  a  day  is  fpent,  when 
Jialf  an  hour  or  lefs  may  do  the  whole  affair,  and  difpatch 
the  bufinefs,  or  they  are  often  neceffitate  to  iruft  the  keys 
of  their  cellars  or  ware-hoiil'es  at  Leith  to  others,  when 
they  connot  get  attended  themfelves,  all  which  inconvc- 
iiiencies  would  be  removed,  and  the  propofed  benefits  the 
more  cafily  and  comfortably  enjoyed,  and  the  low  houfcs 
and  cellars  in  Edinburgh  be  better  portefled  than  when  fet 
to  diforderly,  poor,  and  infolvent  tenants,  who  ought  ra- 
ther to  dwell  without  the  city,  and  the  merchant  inhabi- 
tants in  the  city  have  bettei*  opportunity  to  be  always  on 
the  head  of  their  own  bufinefs.  Neither  would  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  be  under  any  ncceffity  to  fet  the  import:  on  fo- 
reign liquors  to  taxmen  or  farmers,  whereby  fuch  a  part  of 
the  public  money  turns  into  private  ufe,  as  the  faid  taxmen 
ought  to  have  for  their  pains. 

Another  benefit  that  will  accrue  to  the  city,  by  this  ex- 
tencion  (although  they  lowered  it  to  even  the  one- half,  as 
the  city  of  London  did  theirs,  when  extended  to  them)  is, 
that  it  will  bring  in  the  dealers  that  way  who  live  out  of 
the  city,  that  they  may  pick  up  the  country-fale  from  the 
city,  in  that  branch  of  bufinefs;  becaufe  they  pay  no  im- 
port: as  the  citizens  do,  tho'  they  live  in  the  fuburbs  conti- 
o-uous,  and  enjoy  their  trade  by  virtue  of  their  propinquity, 
under  the  ihadow  of  her  benign  influence  ;  juft  fo  as  the  brew- 
ers of  ale  did  on  account  of  the  two-pennies  a-pint  on  ale, 
fet  up  their  breweries  in  the  country  villages  round  the  city  ; 
but,  on  the  parliament's  favour  to  the  city  in  extending  it, 
they  came  in,   and  poirdfed  all  the  breweries  in  the  city, 
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that  formerly  flood  empty :  And  it  may  be  a  good  argfl- 
ment  with  the  parliament  to  grant  the  like  cxtention  of 
this  city's  import,  as  they  granted  the  city  of  London'syihat 
whatever  the  laid  extcntion  amounts  to  Ihall  be  allenarly 
applied  to  the  carrying  on  and  com  pleating  the  public 
works  propol'ed  here  to  be  done,  particularly  the  fQremci> 
lioned  canal 

Now,  as  was  above  propofed,  to  (hew  the  beft  and  cheap- 
eft  way  to  accomplifh  the  north-ftreet  and  bridge,,  with  the 
canal  now  propofed,  as  being  the  moft  profitable  of  all,  not 
only  as  being  able  to  defray  its  own  charge,  but  to  bring 
in  a  good  deal  of  money  to  promote  and  further  after-im- 
provements that  may  occur  in  time  coming,  for  the  city's 
intereft  and  honour,  which,  to  dcraonftrate  and  let  in  a  clear 
light,  Ihall  be  the  fubjed  of  the  following  cfTay.^ — So,  to  be- 
gin with  the  canal,  though  the  laft  in  order  of  perform- 
ance, that  the  new  north-ftreet,  when  finiftied  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  canal,  the  canal  will  flicw  the  ulefulEefs  of  the 
faid  ftreet  more  than  ever  ;  for  thele  meeting  together, 
work  to  one  anothers  hand  conjuntllly,  and  muft  not  be  fc- 
parated.  Now  obierve,  at  the  beginning  of  Leiih  gravel- 
walk,  on  the  eail-fide  thereof,  there  is  a  great  deep  hollow 
piece  of  ground,  from  which,  all  days  in  the  year,  ilfues  a 
current  of  water,  which  makes  a  channel  for  itfelf  all  tlic 
way  to  Leith  ;  and  nature  has  been  pointing  it  out  to  us 
time  out  of  mind,  to  form  into  a  frelh  water  canal  :  Its 
courfe  to  Leith  is  made  by  pure  uncultivate  nature  to  our 
band,  all  the  way,  only  requiring  a  little  afliftance  of  art  to 
polilh  it :  Then,  when  it  arrives  at  Leith,  it  takes  its  courfe 
weft- ward,  pafTing  under  the  ftreet,  ab  we  enter  Leith,  and 
falls  into  the  frelh  water  river  above  Leith,  below  Bouytown- 
milns,  where  it  voids  all  its  water  to  no  purpafe  or  ule, 
wjien  it  might  be  otherwifc  of  moft:  excellent  ufe  to  keep 
up,  and  not  let  run  wafte.  It  would  fill  and  conftituic  a  moll 
ufeful  canal ;  for,  inftcad  of  coiuinuing  its  courfe  weft-ward, 
as  faid  is,  it  might  be  continued  ftill  ilraight  no^rth,  where 
there  is  an  old  channel,  which  was  formerly  there,  whca 
Leith  was  fortiiied  in  the  days  of  Queen  Mary,  ar  Oliver 
Ciomwelh  the  remains  whereof  is  yet  to  be  fcen  ftanding 
full  of  water  yet  to  this  day,  at  the  eaft-fide  of  South  Leith 
kirk-yard,  and  the  ground  thereabout,  and  fo  may  he  car- 
ried on  in  that  tradt  to  the  large  open  ftreet  or  area  ncaf 
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the  timber- biifh,  or  entry  to  the  weigh-houfe,  or  thereby; 
fo  could  be  formed  an  excellent  and  moft  ufeful  canal  of 
frefti  water,  brought  down  from  Edinburgh  at  immenfe 
lefs  charge  and  labour  (if  at  all  pradicable)  than  bringing 
np  a  falt-water  one  to  Edinburgh,  and  the  one  as  ufeful  as 
ihe  other. 

Now,  the  faid  frefh  canal  coming  within  30  or  40  yards 
of  the  harbour,  all  fort  of  goods  and  merchandize  landed  on 
the  fhore,  may  be  put  on  board  of  broad  bottomed  lighteKs 
or  boats,  of  30  or  ^o  tun  burden,  and  fet  dov;n  again  on  the 
new  ftreet,  which  is  from  the  middle  of  the  city,  the 
freight  of  thofc  boats  will  be  more  eafy  than  a  Kinghorn  or 
Burntifland  one,  which  is  ftated  at  five  or  lix  (hillings  from 
Leith  to  thefe  towns  ;  then  how  much  eafier  would  all  forts 
of  goods  and  merchandize  be  brought  to  the  city,  our  car- 
ters and  coachmen  commence  boatmen  and  poriers, 
would  have  more  certain  and  fafe  employment,  their 
boats  and  lighters  more  ealily  maintained  and  upheld  than 
coaches,  carts,  and  horfes ;  no  expence  for  corn  and  hay, 
or  lofs  by  death  of  horfes,  a  company  or  two  of  foldiers,  in  a 
few  Summer-months,  could  eafily  caft  and  finifli  this  canal, 
there  being  no  obftrudion  of  rocks,  or  great  heights  of 
earth  to  cut  through,  but  the  ground  almoft  all  level,  with 
but  a  fmall  defcenr,  that  "by  digging  deepeft  where  the 
ground  is  higheft,  and  raifing  the  banks  where  the  ground 
is  deepeft,  fo  as  to  keep  in  five  or  fix  feet  of  water  all 
the  way,  will  be  fufficient,  and  being  30  yards  in  breadth, 
and  the  banks  on  each  each  lide  about  a  dozen  in  their 
breadth. 

There  is  an  objeftion  that  fome  people  make,  particular- 
ly, Mr  Maitland,  when  this  was  fhewed  him,  when  he  was 
writing  his  Hiftory  of  Edinburgh,  viz.  \¥here  is  all  this 
water  that  is  to  fill  this  canal,  as  broad  as  the  high  ftreet  of 
Edinburgh,  five  feet  or  two  yards  deep  all  the  way,  and 
more  than  a  mile  of  length  ?  it  is  anfwered,  that  in  that 
very  ground  iifelf,  ftands  always  a  full  quantity  of  water, 
«ven  in  the  Summer-time,  to  over- tope  the  grals  in  fome 
j)laces  of  it.  Now,  remove  fthe  earth,  where  this  fowr  grafs 
grows,  fix  feet  deep,  this  ground  will  ftand  fix  feet  deep  of 
water,  for  the  natural  water  and  numerous  fprings  in  that 
place,  which,  as  laid  is,  voids  100  tuns  of  water  every  day, 
in  ordinai'y  weather,  and  iji  extraordinary  runs  in  a  fpeat, 
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into  the  frefh  river  between  Bonetown-mills  and  Leith  mill- 
dani-head,  to  no  ufe  or  purpofe  there  ;  but  for  great  uie  and 
good  purpofe  will  fill  that  canal  to  the  brirn,  and  the  banks 
call  up  on  both  (ides,  where  the  ground  is  loweft,  will  keep 
all  in,  and  prevent  its  running  off,  and  in  rainy  weather 
it  may  be  fulfered  to  run  ofF  when  too  full,  into  its  old 
channel  again,  or  through  the  land  into  the  Tea,  or  into  the 
harbour ;  or  by  opening  a  fluice  at  a  convenient  place  and 
time,  it  would  clean  the  harbour,  and  remove  the  bar  to  a 
further  depth  in  the  Tea.  This  canal  being  always  full,  by 
being  kept  up  by  its  banks  and  a  lluice,  fo  that  the  avflion  of 
tlijs  Sun  cannot  (as  fome  alledge,  for  objeclions  fake)  im- 
pair it  in  the  leaft,  more  than  the  North  Loch  has  been  ex- 
nall'd  by  it,  time  out  of  raind,  by  being  kept  up  with  its 
fluice  ;  moreover  in  dry  weather,  another  lupply  of  water  is 
foreieen  to  be  added,  viz.  all  the  wafte  water  trom  the 
clean  water  cifhern  at  the  Caftlehill,  which  runs  wafte  e- 
very  Sunday  down  the  South-fide  of  the  ftreet,  when  it 
comes  to  the  beginning  of  the  new  Noi-ih- ftreet,  may  he 
made  to  run  down  that  Street  ;  and  all  the  water  that  falls 
in  rain  in  that  diftrid,  at  all  times,  will  fall  into  the  canal ; 
yea  the  whole  water  in  that  diftricl  of  the  North-loch,  may 
eafily  be  lifted  up,  according  to  the  hypothcfes  of  the  fire- 
engine,  by  the  fmall  charge  of  a  few  load  of  coals,  which, 
by  the  faid  new  Street,  would  fall  into  the  canal  in  tliat  lo\V 
ground,  fufficient  to  form  a  ilanding  canal  there  of  iilelf, 
without  further  aid. 

Now  that  its  own  garters  may  bind  up  its  own  hofe,  or  as 
a  treafnre  or  vein  of  filver  found  out  in  the  fame  ground, 
which  will  pay  all  the  coft.  Confider,  That,  on  this  canalj 
one  hundred  ton  of  goods,  in  one  two  or  three  broad  bot- 
tom boats  from  Leith  to  Edinburgh,  may  be  brought  and 
landed  on  the  faid  new  Street,  and  fo  from  Edinbuigh  to 
Leith,  and  landed  on  the  ihore  there,  at  the  (hip  fide,  and 
wc  fhall  allow  at  20  (hillings  fterl.  (for  a  boat  can  be  hired 
from  Leith  to  Kinghorn  for  5  s.  a  voyage)  ;  yea,  we  (liall 
allow  10  s.  more  for  boarding  and  landing,  &c.  Now  the 
prefent'rate  of  cartage  between  Leith  and  Edinburgh,  by 
Ad  of  Council,  is  two  pence  the  hundred  weight,\vhich 
is  40  pence  the  ton,  which  in  an  hundred  ton  isL.  16: 13  :  4 
from  which  fubtrad  the  faid  30  s.  there  remains  L.  15  :  3  ,-4 
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each  lawful  day,  allowing  loo  ton   to  be  carried  up  and 
down  in  a  day,  which  w^may  very  well  do,  confidering  what 
inerchandize,  furniture,  baggage,  equipage,  timber,  ftones, 
lime,  fand,  coals;   befides  perlons  and  paflengers,   wliich 
in   313  days,  the   working  days  in   a  year,    amounts  to 
L.  4747  ■2:4  of  neat  gain  in  a  year,  to    which  accompt 
may  he  alfo  added  L.  438  :  4,  which  is  L.  5185  :  7  :  4;    and 
that  confidering  the  perfons  that  pafs  in  the  Stage-Coaches, 
at  4  d.  a  piece,    a  great  many  more  will  pafs  at  one  penny  a 
piece,  yet   we  fliall  only  reckon  the  prcfent  number  of  il 
up  and  12  down  in  an  hour,  atone  penny  a-piece,  which 
will  for  14  hours  amount  to  2  Ihil.  an  hour;  which,  from  8 
in  the  morning  to  10  at  night  is  14  hours,  will  make  28  s. 
a  day,   which  for  313  lawful  days,   amounts  to  the  forefaid 
fum  of  438  :  4  s.  yea,  to  fet  up  an  half  hour  Stage- boat,  the 
fame  might   be  doubled,    which  agregate  fums  of  L.  5185 
being  right  calculate,  both  in  numeral  and  political  Arith- 
metic, as  I  think  it  is,  let  any  who  will  be  pleafed  examine 
it;  for  they   will  certainly  find  it  not  to  be  exagerate  or 
heightened  ;    but  rather   to  be  poflclling  the  lower  room, 
yea,  conlidering,  that  perfons  of  all  ranks  and  conditions, 
paffing  up  or  down,  carrying  any  fmall  bundle   under  14 
pound  weight,  will  rather  chufe  to  pafs  this  way  for  their  pen- 
ny, than  tugg  up  and  down  with  it ;  and  perfons  in  wind  or 
lain,  or  at  night,  with  money  or  not,    will  chul'e   it  ;  yea, 
thereby  might  be  contrived  a  mod  ufeful  and  expeditious 
))enny-po(t-,  between  Leith  and  Edinburgh  every  half  hour, 
for  letters  and  fmall  bundles,   at  the  two  boat  houfes  in  E- 
d'mburgh  and  Leith.  But  there  is  yet  a  further  improvement 
of  this   canal,   that  when  this  is   done,  as  above  faid,  and 
the   profit  thereof  annually  appearing,    in  a  little,   time  a 
fund    will  arife  out   of  Itfelf,   without  any  mortgaging,  or 
borrovving,  to  efFed  this  improvement  and  pay  all  the  coft 
of  it,  which  is,  that  this  canal  brought  the  length  aforefaid, 
it  may  be  made  eafily  to  communicate  with  the  fait  water 
in  the  harbour.  In  this  manner  let  there  be  a  branch  or  arm 
of  water  taken  off  from   the   fre(h  water  flanding   canal, 
and  carried  in  thro'  the  timber  hufh,  where  there  is  room 
enough  to  ereft  a  water-gate  and  lock,  jufl:  lb  large  as  to 
receive   in,   a  broad  bottom'd  boat  or    lighter  between  its 
two  doors  or  gates,  at  every  full  fea ;   and  by  the  means  of 
that  contrivance  and  device,   be  lifted  and  buoyed  up  from 
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water,  ts  many  of  the le  I'gh^e. s  may  P^'^*".  ^  ^j^,  t,,fi, 
time  of  high-water  ^^^1^.  ^^^^'^^"/^^^^  Xv  hTving  the  ca- 
water  canal  alone  will  be  ^"^^^^"  *  ^^^^l^^.v  it  wUl  be  as 
nal  plentifully  fille^^^'^^^^''^^''K  (inef  t  ?  e  may  be  ad- 
plentifully  filled  wuh  trade  ^^^^^  '^^HJ  palTen- 
ded  to  the  former  clafs  ot  tV/^'f '  ^"^.^eity's  own  con- 
gers concerning  our  pajjtve  T.  ade,  oi  the  cu> 
rumpt  all  the  t-n'port  goods^  by  ^nd ---^,,,  ^,.  .^a 
o-ons,  from  London,  Yo  k,  ^f  ^ab,  i  ,      ^.  ^^  j^j. 

^re  unload  in  Edinburgh;  a U  the  g^"^^ J^^^';^  'l  ...^  .  alfo 
Leith,  and  the  whole  Nort>coonuy,wdlpai  '  ^^^.^ 

all  th^  lead  from  the  Lead  h'l»  /°'/J^P^^  ;,  l.-J,,^  they 
way,  the  road  l^ing  io  ho,.e.>  d  by  the  ^^o  .^^,^^J^ 
,,i„  pafs  through  the  n-il  ot  tbe  cu  ,  or  ^  y^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^ 
Hop- road  to  Round-court,  ana  not  l  ,^^^ 

andawarea^ouremghtothequayof  i^^^^^^^^^  ^^   ^^ 

Edinburgh  w.|W.ouie.^^^  ,,en  ga- 

comes  in  at  different  times  in  u.  ,-eceive 

thered  together  here  and  the  (hip  ^^f  f/^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ,he  off- 
it,  then  foated  and  brought  down  '"'^^^Jf'^^'^  hither- 

tlfllld  a  1  fores  of  earthen  ware  ;  for  example,  two  gro  s 
?■'':;,  «y  bo' ties,  or  one  grols  ol  ft,li  ""«-  ^  X".o  ' 
found  lo  be  abont  500  pound  we.gbt  °'; °"^-'°^';  ..f^  '°^; 
and  is  portable  by  two  men,  in  a  iuitable  caina  e,  ny 
dtalr!  oLs  orftinl  and  ling,  the  -'7-  F^'^^^t" 
is  a  penny  a  dozen  for  empty  ones,  and  iwopente  a  dozen 
vhe  1-  andasthepreeucullon.,  is  earned  k,  ereels 
:'","e,;"  bacil  now  l,n   be   carried  in  the  canal  mncU 
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cheaper,  and  fafer,  viz.  500  weight  is  but  ,0  d.  for  the 
boat,  and  canal,  2  d.  the  lift  from  the  glafs  houVe  or  cd! 
lar  to  the  boat,  and  2  d.  the  lift  for  delivery  TtS  ?o  - 
nierpnce    bcng  2  s.  they  paid  therefor;    fo^  by  this    way 

f^f.    hv  *  i^l  '"^   ''  ^°"^  "^--^  expeditioully,   and 

Wrh^  ^^./"dtheone  half  going  to  the  canal,  Ihcw^ 

other  cafi"  '  '"'^  ^'^^  ^'  ^"^^  ^^"^^  ^^  ^^  "^^"V 

Now  this  is  fo  far   as  concerns  glafs,   earthen-ware,  or 

lheir(^fr:''"'"ir   ^'T'^--^  ^-oA'>    i"    providing  Vo 
Lnnl/  i  /•;  M  ''■'  '  ^'^.^^^^^P"^^'^ '  f^ut  for  all  other  lolls  of 
forn   of   rt  M     "^^^'^^^'-i^S^  ^^^F^d  to  the  nature  and 
iorm  of   the  New  Street,  can  be  more  ealily  managed     and 
ferve  very  eafily  for  all  the  purpofes  of  deliva  y    ^  ^ 

So,  having  clearly  enough  demonftrate  the  affairs  con- 
cermng  the  canal,  according  10  the  order  and  method  above 
iaid,  /hall  now  treat  of  the  Bridge  or  new  No-  th  Street,  and 
howttmaybe  accpmplilhed,  ealkff,  che^pefl,  and  in  t  e 
beft  manner :  And,  in  order  to  demonftrate  in  the  moft  fa- 
11  fy  ng  and  clear  way  (hall  draw  out  a  fmall  chart  or  plan 
of  the  g,-ound  through  which  it  is  to  pals ;  and  feeing  the 

elt  uay    (ball  exhibit  the  hne  they  are  now  taking,  and  be- 

diat  ought  to  he  taken,  toaccomplifh^it    in  this  propoied 

manner  i  and  compare  the  two  together,  in  order  to  make 

a  naht  choice    and  ihall  call  the  one  the  crooked  or  ^lou! 

ar  hqe,  and  the  other  the  {freight  or  meridian   line,    a? it 

3n    II        '\'  '"'^  "^'"'^''"  °^"  '^^  '''y-  ^o  ^hat    this 

Uiect  n^all  De  the  gnomen  of  a  fpacions  and   beautiful  fun- 

dial    to  the   city,  the  one  angle  or   corner  of  the  ftreet    to 

ferve  for  the  Forenoon,  and  the  other  for  the  Afternoon. 

Nojv,  the  crooked  line,    as  it  germinates  in  the  face  of  a 

houfe  Th  'a  "'  ^'^V^g'^'  ^"  the  well  of  the  Orphan, 
houle.  It  deftroys  the  defign  of  a  moft  beautiful  profpea 
and  villo  of  a  ilreighc  avenue,  which  otherways  we  would 
have  had  preierved,  for  the  beauty  of  the  city,  by  follow- 
ing out  the  flreight  line  For  this  (freight  lufe  tmninates 
no  view,  but  reaches  all  the  way  to  Lcith  without  ir.terrup- 
non,  or  being  turned  oiF  by  angles  from  its  defigned  ob- 
Jtd  ;  a^ain  the  crooked  line  leads  through  the  mne  of  the 

North-loch 
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North-loch  to  found  the  work  on  bad  grontid,  at  ten  times 
more  eKpence  thai,  is  needfuJ,   or  ought  to  be,  where,  and 
when  no  pil  ars  or  arches  of  a  bridge  are  in  the  leaft  neccf- 
^ry  or  ulcful,  but  to  heighten  the  expence  above  all  reafon. 
JNow.    the  ftreight  line  palfes  over  no  fuch  bad,  wet  and  miry 
gi-ound,  but  through  fuch  dry  and  firm  ground   as  is  fully 
lufficient  for  the  work,   and  where  there  is  no  need  for  dj/- 
girig    removing,  or  carting   one  inch    of  bad   ground  & 
loundations,  far  lels  driving  piles  brandering  with  timber 
planks,  or  laying  one  ftone  great  or  Imall  thereon  :  for  all 
he  materials  for  this  work,  in  railing  up  the  low  ground,  as 
rhey  are  laid  down,    will  found  themlelves  of  the?r  own  ac- 
cord   without  more   ado,  on  a  foundation  broader,  dole:, 
equaher,  later,  cheaper,  and  every  way  better  for  the  pur- 
pole    than  the  way  they  are  taking  in  profecuting  this  their 
crooked  hne,  in  going  fo  far  about,  and  climbing  too  high 
upmyhe  oppofue  hill,    or  cutting  lo  immen/ely  deep,  thio' 
luch  nigh  ground,  and  to  po  purpole:  For  acteis  to  the  hic^h 
pound  IS  to  be  had  better  another  way,    as  is  demonlha% 
li)    the  engraven  plate,  which  does  moie  than  double  the 
expence  ;   tor  now,  in  the  Iheight  line,  all  the  low  ground 
between  the  two   ports  or  arches,  A.  B.  in  the  plan  is  to 
be  filled  up  with   redd,  rubbifli   and   earth,  as  high  as  you 
pleafe,  and  a  hiper-abundance   of  that  is  to  be  had  on  the 
pot  to  aniwer  that  purpoie,  and  that  for  nothing,    and  iefs 
than   nothing,  we  lay  Jefs,  on   account  of   foreTeeino-   die 
great  quantity  of  redd  and  lubbilh,  that  will  be  at  t'^king: 
down  Cap  and  feather  Land,  and  perhaps  the  Ea(l-gavel  of 

o  ie  :  \TZ''  h"'  '"'  ^'''  N-^''^gg'4'^  old  houfes  and 
oleis  the.e  that  are  proper  and  neceffary  to  be  taken 
down  ;  which  redd  and  rubbifh,  if  not  ufed  here  for  tha^ 
good  purpofe,  behoved  to  be  carried  out  of  the  citv  at  a 
conliderabie  expence  for  cartage,  which  will  be  all'laved 
by  bang  made  ufe  of  here  to  inch  good  account  as  !o 
fave  the  expence  of  fbne,  lime  and  malon  work  For 
what  proportion  of  coft  is  there,  between  icooiun  of 
earth,  redd  and  rubbifh,  and  looo'tunof  flone  and  W 

I  om  a-tai,  with  the  charge  of  cartage,  and  prime  cofi-  -^r 
the  current  price,  or  between  a  barm^-nian's^  a^s  °nd  I 
iBafon's,  efpecially,  confidc.ing  that  the  1r  t  w^H  £]]  ,n 
fl^.re  ground  at  their  work  in^.e  hour,   ti    n  othef 
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Will  do  vn  a  whole  day    and   ^^^,-7J^/,VItftonT  Bridge 
vvich  (o  many  large  arches,  ^"^  "«  "ve  J  pals  u        , 

would  be  fufficient  to  carry  °ff' ^"l^l^/u'^.^fftrof  money 
They  might fay,to  ^^J^^^.P^^^.trfee  ellimde  up  Wnh 

when  the  low  ground  might  have  been  as  ^^^u  m      ^^  \^,^^^^^^ 

itfelf  from  the   higher,  juft   '^^f  JS^^^u^ow  1  ereafier, 
been  equally  benehted,   as  far    as  we  "^^'^^^^'^^^hi^^ie  of 
in  its  place)?  -'11  "^,^/,fr  ^7^      \^^^^^ 
the  raifed  up  road,  ^^  ^'^'l  ^^""^^^^^^^^^^^^  more 

trees,  and  a  terrals  walk  or  road  f;^' H^  ;'^^;^i'°  f^Whtful 
beautiful  than  a  high  P^/P^"^^^^^;  ,^°:'o\a  '  in^^^  fall 
to  the  eye  to  look  down  from,  ^" ^f^n  to  tl  e  neUbour- 
from  ;  or  would  it  not  be  more  pleafant  to     c  neig^ 

ooi  on  the  eaft,  to  be  fcreen'U  from  f^^  r^J^^J^s^^ath  of 
weft  wind,  -hichufually  bows  hard   dm^^^^^ 
the  North-loch  ;   ^^t  would  be  gteatly  augnente^^^^ 
ing  through  the  arch  of  ^ ^^^ ^iJ^J:^;^^.  eall  ? 
on  the  weft,  to  be  icrcen  d  f.om  f'\^,  "^J''-  ';  > ^^^  ,l,e  north 
and,  were  it  not  for  the  P^^-'^'-V^^V.  ^.or     n  Lc  b-wynd, 
ftdeof  the  city,  '^^ ^^-^S  ^"Z  "  f,^^  f^r    a"^^^^^^^ 
there  need  be  no  arch  or  i)end  cl,eie  ^  ':;^"'.'^';^^i,,.^i,g  the 
on  the  far  end,  next  the  Orphan- houe    to    P  f^T^  ^^-,^,1 
opportunity  of  a  road  there,  ;^l^\'--';.\'X*\'o  ports,  there 
Tl  ire,  in  fomc  time  after;  .and  ^'^^^^^^  ^^^^^j^!  ^ -^^^^  pil- 

is  no  need  or  ufe  for  imitating  a  gieat  '''l\^lJ^.^^^^^  e  ofs 
Jars  and  arches :  but  to  tiil  up  ^1'^/";^^?  f.'^,;^  "'Xch  it 
.nd  folid  on  its  own  fonndatiou,  bro  d  and  ^  1>'^>  ,. 

makes  for  its  felf  in  be.ng  ^-"^P^^'t^r^Ae  it  wiU  form 
verthe  top  of  the  two  torementu>ned      ches    ^ 

i.felf  all  along  till  it  meet  hi  ^^^ ^^  ^r  work, 
work  be  compleatcd:  Whereas,  ^^toie  tl  ey  i  a  i 

according  to  the  crooked  ^^'^'^^"llf^^t^^c  ground 
are  puddfing  and  bmldmg  in,  to  the  ^'^'^'^^  "J  -  ^^^fi^t  l„.e 
..vhere  our  work  is  but  only  to  be  ^^^^^^^'^^  that 
method    it  wiUcoft   uiore   money,  m  bunging  u    u 
ITdgiu  '.i.a„  will  finifl>  a,ul  ™"lP'"^,.-;r/V„  c  m^- 

they  arc  only  but  to  t''SH>  ,•  »S»>' V-''." ,'  "."un      at  M.s 
p4.,s  ,x,,s  to  the  uy  0    t  e    .,,^^^^^^^ 

Moub;A-;'s  hoi:  •-•,  uu  me   ai..    -'^^  .  -  p^^j-j 
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fiich  prodigious  deep  cutting  of  ground,  as  will  be  a  Oiame 
to  fee,  there  being  no  necellary  caafe  thereof.  For  this  high 
ground  muft  be  cut ;  fo  that  all  that  is  above  the  horizon- 
tal line  or  level  of  the  Bridge  rauft  be  removed,  and  not 
only  fo,  but  as  much  below  it  as  the  ftreet  dips  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  otherwife  the  water  channel  of  that  Street  will  run 
back  towards  the  Bridge,  contrary  to  the  defign  of  the  work 
mentioned  before  in  the  preceding  plan  of  the  canal ;  and 
moreover,  the  extending  the  crooked  line,  fo  as  to  come 
out  towards  Piccardy,  or  to  run  through  any  part  of  Cle- 
land's  Yard,  would  be  an  idle  afcending  one  brae,  in  order 
to  come  down  another,  and  climb  a  third,  whereas  the  fol- 
lowing out  the  ibeight  line,  which  runs  through  no  fuch 
very  low  ground,  as  the  dirty  foft  ground  of  the  Loch,  nor 
fuch  high  ground,  as  requires  fuch  extravagant  cutting  and 
cxpences,  but  through  fuch  as  Nature  has  levelled  to  our 
hand,  only  requires  a  little  art  and  pains  to  poliih,  to  lit 
our  purpoie ;  lb  all  thefe  inconveniencies  would  be  pre-, 
vented.  Laftly,  This  method  of  following  out  the  crook- 
ed line,  is  prejudicial  to  the  connection  of  this  New  Street, 
with  the  foreiaid  canal  ;  for  thefe  two,  viz.  the  end  of  the 
New  Street,  and  the  beginning  of  the  canal,  mufl  mccj, 
exaftly  together,  by  the  Street  commencing  at  the  end  of 
the  Cilton,  and  not  at  or  towards  Piccardy;  for  orherways 
it  will  be  deftructive  of  the  gain  and  profit  that  arifes  by 
the  canal,  and  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  New  Street  for  that 
purpofe,  as  is  already  fully  demonftrated ;  and  alio  the 
forefaid  partial  fupply  of  water  from  the  refervoir,  the 
rain  from  above,  and  the  water  raifed  from  the  Loch,  as 
above  (aid,  which  this  Street  conveys  into  the  canal,  would 
thereby  be  defeat ;  and  to  counterad  this  defence,  would 
he  a  greater  prejudice  than  all  the  amount  of  the  faid  Street, 
and  efpecially  conlidering,  that  it  can  be  done  for  lei's,  than 
the  one  half  of  the  money  it  will  cod  in  doing  it  other- 
ways  ;  fo  that  the  altering  this  courfe  of  the  crooked  line 
in  the  plan,  to  the  ftreight  line  therein  demonflrate,  would 
rectify  the  whole  affair  in  the  beginning,  which  fcems  to 
be  abfolutely  necellary;  and  as  the  canal  and  the  benefits  it 
produces,  by  the  bufniels  tranfa^ed  thereon,  as  above  de- 
i'cribed,  proven  to  be  the  very  iS.\ve  foul  that  animates  the 
whole  fyftem,    every  thing   that  promotes  it,  ought  to  be 

principally 
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principally  regarded.    Now,  it  remains  to  anfwdr  a  few  ob- 
je^lions,  whicli  fome  are  pleafed  to  make,  viz. 

That  the  orphaii-houre,  {landing  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftreight  line,  it  would  be  too  expenfive  to  purchafe  it,  in 
order  to  remove  it  out  of  the  vifto  of  the  avenue  :  For  an- 
fwer,  if  they  let  it  (land,  the  road,  in  the  mean  time,  may 
go  in  a  femicircle  round  it,  till  the  time  come  of  placing 
the  orphans  otherwife,  as  below  is  faid  ;  for  here  it  is  to  be 
'  obferved,  that,  from  this  riling  ground  in  the  rope-park, 
on  the  north  by  weft,  is  to  be  taken,  the  earth  to  fill  up  the 
low  ground  in  place  of  pillars  and  arches  of  ftone  for  a 
bridge,  there  will  then  be  a  very  large  and  fpacious  piece  of 
level  ground,  anfwerable  to  the  fall  of  the  ftreet  paffing 
through  the  middle  of  it,  which  will  he  a  very  proper  place, 
^vhich  may  be  built  upon  in  a  round  circular  form,  and  may 
be  called  Round  Court ;  and  from  which  will  iflue  all  other 
roads,  fuch  as  the  road  to  the  high  grounds  in  Barefoot's 
parks,  flenting  along  the  fide  of  the  brae,  as  you  fee  in  the 
plan  at  DD,  and  a  road  lo  the  high  ground  at  Clelland's 
yards,  or  thereabout  ;  all  which  roads  will  be  afcending 
north  or  weftward,  and  dipping  to  round  court,  and  the 
main  bridge-ftreet  there,  which  is  the  only  dipping-ftreet 
all  the  way  ;  fo  that  all  the  water  channels  in  thefe  roads 
will  fall  into  the  main  bridge-ftreet-channel  at  Round 
Court;  and  fo  by  it  into  the  navigable' canal,  and  be  a  con- 
tinual fupply  of  overflowing  water,  to  keep  the  canal  full 
at  all  times  and  feafons  in  the  year;  fo  this  ftreet  will  be 
the  only  one  for  carriage  of  all  forts  of  heavy  carriages  be- 
tween Leith  and  Edinburgh,  either  up  or  down  by  land  or 
•water.  Bat  here  Ihall  heg  pardon  for  indulging  a  little 
fancy  or  invention,  to  contrive  a  piece  of  ornament  for  this 
place,  that,  when  the  orphans  are  removed  to  one  of  the 
winp-s  of  the  charity  work-houfe,  which  the  good  Town  is 
obliged  to  build  fometime  or  other,  for  finilhitig  the  laid 
houfe,  and  can  never  be  done  in  a  more  fit  time  than  when 
the  orphan- houfe  will  pafs  in  exchange,  and  the  orphans 
better  ferved  elfewhere  ;  fo  will  the  forefaid  objeftion,  as  to 
the  expence  of  purchafing,  be  fully  anfwered,  when  it  is 
had  as  it  were  for  nothing.  But  to  proceed  in  the  inven- 
tion of  a  proper  ornament  in  place  of  the  faid  houfe,  Let 
there  be  built  a  large  arched  port  at  the  north-end  of  the 
bridge,   juft   above  the  low  aich  formerly  menijoned,  for 

preferving 
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preferving  the  road  intended  to  be  made  all  along  the  low 
ground  on  the  noith  fide  of  the  loch,  from  tlie  turnpike 
road  at  the  weft-kirk  brae  foot,  to  the  pofl-road  at  the  wa- 
ter-gate, foot  of  the  Canongate  ;  and,  on  the  two  pillars  of 
this  arched  port,  a  pedeftal  for  two  handlbme  figures,  were 
it  fuch  as  the  gladiator  at  Newbattle  ;  and  if  on  their  fhoul- 
ders  a  pair  of  wings  half-extended  were  affixed,  would  be 
an  emblem  correfponding  to  the  cherubim's  appearance  at 
the  eaftcrn  gate  of  old  Eden,  our  city's  eame-mothcr  ;  and 
if  in  the  middle  a  fcrpent  or  dragon  killed,  at  which  their 
fword  were  pointed,  would  be  no  improper  device  ;  or  if  a 
George  killing  the  dragon,  which  is  the  device  in  the  ar- 
morial-bearing of  the  prefent  arms  of  Great  Britain,  and 
would  be  a  proper  emblem  correfponding  to  George  III. 
the  true  and  prefent  beft  patron  of  thefe  kingdoms,  killing 
the  dragon  indeed,  quite  dead,  in  reconciling  the  Whig 
and  Tory  in  his  aufpicious  and  blefled  reign.  So  begging 
pardon  for  this  digrelfion,  {hall  now  proceed  to  the  objetlion 
Mr  Maitland  made  when  this  piece  of  ground  for  the 
canal  was  (hewed  him  on  the  fpot,  in  a  frofty  day,  tried  the 
Icvelnefs  thereof  on  the  furface  of  the  frozen  water  Hand- 
ing there  ;  yet  he  ftill  objetfted  the  want  of  water  fufficient ; 
(b  that  he  did  not  infert  it  in  his  hiftory  of  Edinburgh,  as 
he  was  defired  :  So,  to  fatisfy  objedors  of  this  fort,  we  have 
been  both  particular  and  full  to  Ihew  a  collet^lion  of  water 
fuperabundantly  for  that  purpofe,  which  may  fatisfy  every 
pcrfon  who  will  cotifider  it,  in  what  is  already  faid  on  that 
article ;  yet  we  Ihall  (hew  an  additional  and  very  great  fup- 
ply;  and  that  not  only  for  it,  but  for  a  great  many  other 
valuable  purpofes ;  but  this  falling  in  naturally  in  anfwcr 
to  the  next  objedlion,  we  refer  it  to  its  own  place  there. 

It  is  objected  by  fome,  that  thefe  faving  and  gaining  pro- 
pofals,  come  too  late  to  prevail,  to  alter  the  line  and  me- 
thod of  procedure  already  begun,  and  one  of  the  pillars 
founded  accordingly,  at  a  great  expcnce,  and  (hall  all  this 
labour  and  expcnce  be  rendered  ulelefs  ?  We  anfwer.  No. 
For  this  pillar  is  convertable  into  a  very  great  ufe,  and  is  a 
part  and  member  of  this  gaining  and  profitable  canal,  as 
you  will  fee  in  the  preceding  page  13  line  27  ;  fo  no  part 
of  this  expence  is  loft  in  this  cafe  :  and  to  fay  that  it  comes 
too  hte,  cannot  be  faid,  when  we  duly  weigh  the  more  than 
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otie-half  of  the  faving  on  the  bridge-articlc,  and  the  great 
gain  on  tlie  canal  article,  even  (iich  a  gain  as  will  pay  the 
whole  charge  oi  both,  and  leave  a  balance  when  all  in 
done,  as  a  Handing  annual  Omd  lor  further  improvements  : 
To  it  is  humbly  conceived  all  objedions  to  this  faving  and 
gaining  fcheme  will  ccafe;  and  againft  next  Spring,  the 
work  going  on  in  the  right  way  ;  and  againfl:  Whitlunday, 
cap  and  feather  land  taken  down,  and  the  rubbilh  thereof, 
and  all  other  jiarts  of  the  city  thrown  over  the  arch  found- 
ed on  the  New-port,  flill  advancing  till  they  meet  in  the 
middle,  with  the  earth  thrown  over  the  forcfaid  arch  at  the 
other  far-end  ;  lo  will  the  bridge  be  finilhed  in  a  more  expe- 
ditious way,  cheaper,  clofler  and  more  folid,  than  all  maConry 
of  pillars,  arches,  &c.  and  as  for  the  (lone-pillar  already 
founded  and  a  building,  let  it  fuftaiu  and  bear  upon  its  top 
a  cittern  as  large  and  fquare  as  its  felf,  or  four  times  as 
large,  if  you  pleale,  to  make  it  of  timber,  proje(5ting  its  top 
every  way,  into  which,  by  the  hypothefis  of  the  fire-en- 
gine, with  the  ex  pence  of  a  few  loads  of  coals,  may  be 
thrown  up  all  the  clean  water  in  the  north-loch-diftrid, 
from  time  to  time,  which,  walhing  down  the  new  de- 
clining ftreet,  will  fall  into  the  head  of  the  navigable  canal, 
and  be  a  further  conllarit  fupply  to  it,  as  aforelaid  ;  and  not 
only  fo,  but  be  of  unfpeakable  benefit  for  innumerable  o- 
ther  ufes  ro  all  places  or  perlons  on  or  below  that  level. 
And  /rt/Z/y,  about  autumn,  when  the  corns  are  off  the 
ground,  to  iet  to  work  a  company  or  two  of  foldiers,  with 
their  mattocks,  fpades  and  ihovels,  to  call  the  ground  in 
in  its  breadth,  depth  and  length,  with  his  banks  inlhe 
lower  ground  on  each  (ide  for  the  canal,  which,  as  being 
«hc  money-finder,  the  fooner  it  be  done  is  fo  much  the 
betier :    All  wiiich  is  hoped  to  be  feen  done. 

Another  objection  is,  That  the  carrying  the  crooked  an- 
gular line  at  prefent  through  Cleland's  yards  toward  Pi- 
cardy,  favours  the  accets  to  the  high  ground,  where  there 
are  lo  many  acres  allotted  :o  build  upon  ;  but  it  is  demon- 
ftrable,  that  it  rather  bars  that  accefs,  and  renders  it  more 
difficult,  but  too  long  here  to  inlift  upon,  but  can  be  bet- 
ter done  on  the  ground  with  any  proper  judge,  and  it  is  fo 
far  from  favouring  any  valuable  or  profitable  purpofe,  that 
it  mars  and  i'poils  the  raoft  valuable  purpofcs  of  the  whole 
affair,  viz.  The  fnorter  and  e.nf'.er  acceis  to  the  city  for  all 
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forts  of  carriages  and  paflengers,  boih  by  land  and  water; 
V  and  that  the  ftreight  line  propoCed  in  place  of  it,  is  pro- 
durtive  of  far  better  encouiagement  for  building  on  either 
high  or  low  grounds  contiguous  to  either  land-road  or 
water- canal. 

Some  propofe  to  build  houfes  on  both  fides  of  the  new 
railed  up  ground  for  the  Bridge- Street,  but  how  extravagant 
and  idle  would  it  be,  for  \ji,  they  muft  not  encroach  one 
inch  on  the  given  breadth  of  tlie  Street ;  io  they  inuft  have 
one  halt-breadth  added  to  each  (idc,  for  the  two  lide-walls  of 
the  lioiifes  and  breadth  of  the  houl'e  within,  which  will 
double  the  cod:  Again,  it  would  be  quite  idle  to  found  on 
new  made  up  ground,  or  pall,  }  lank  and  brander,  or  luch 
like,  when  a  firm  old  foundation  s  to  be  had  for  nothing, 
on  the  ground  from  whence  all  the  earth  is  removed,  ior 
railing  the  Bridge-Street,  juft  contiguous;  lb  this  would  quite 
countcrav^  the  frugality  and  oeconomy  of  the  whole  un- 
dertaking. 

And,  no  doubt,  the  conlideraiion  of  this  faving,  gaining 
and  every  way  profitable  Ichenie,  will  the  more  incline  our 
monied  men  and  loving  patriots,  to  advance  what  money 
may  be  wanted,  until  the  woik  be  forwarded,  iecing  the 
work  itlelf  in  its  progrels,  the  more  fpeedily,  is  fully  able, 
io  foon,  to  repay  the  cof^  thereof,  and  to  leave  logood  a  ba- 
lance behind  for  further  improvements  in  time  coming,  as 
faid  is;  and,  as  there  are  a  great  many  impjovements  de- 
pending and  waiting  in  a  connected  feries  theieuith,  thei'e 
ihall  be  the  fubjtd  of  another  ellay,  hoping  alio  to  be  able 
to  exhibite  it  in  as  eafy  and  cheap  a  way  as  this  is  ;  and  if 
any  (liall  do  it  better,  and  more  frugally,  they  certainly  will 
delerve  well  at  their  fellow  citizens  hand,  and  be  fuitably  re- 
warded therefor;  and  fo  Ihall  congratulate  their  fucccls  and 
liappincfs  therein.  And  confidcring  the  heavy  debts  contrai.S;- 
ed  in  tlie  courle  of  the  former  laudal-lc  improvements,  and 
the  laft  proving  not  lo  profitable  as  was  well  intended,  yet 
may  be  eafily  amended  in  a  cheap  and  profitable  manner, 
and  another  public  work  {landing  this  long  time  unlinifhed,, 
may  yet  be  finilhcd  in  a  far  more  caiy  and  cheap  way  than 
was  iirll  piojcdcd,  or  the  reft  of  the  work  was  done  in  ; 
but  both  thefe,  with  Ibme  others,  aie  referred  to  the  after 
cfiay,  as  laid  is,  and  until  it  is  feen  how  tJie  contrivai-cc 
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aud  frugality  of  this  is  accepted  :  So  fhall  conclude  in  the 
words  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign  from  the  throne: 
"  That  thefe  debts  contradled  call  for  the  utmoft  attention, 
and  the  {Irideft  frugality."  And,  it  is  here  again  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  That  it  is  inconfiflent  with  this  frugality,  to  con- 
trai5l  or  agree  with  any  perfon,  by  eftimatc,  for  a  certain 
fum  of  money  to  do  this  work,  when  the  city  has,  of  their 
own  property,  fuch  a  (bperahundant  quantity  of  all  mate- 
rials, ftone,  timber,  rubbifh,  earth,  he.  fufRciciit  for  all  the 
work ;  fo  all  thefe  are  fnrnidicd  for  nothing.  And  as  for 
Wright  and  mafon-work,  there  is  no  occafion,  except  for  the 
two  ports  for  the  two  roads  aforefaid,  which  can  be  done 
on  days  wages,  and  accompt  kept  thereof.  And  when  there 
is  fuch  difference  of  cftimate  of  thoufands  of  pounds,  why 
ihould  the  public  money  go  to  a  private  ufe,  as  they  might 
cxped  by  the  bargain  ;  or,  on  the  other  baud,  why  (hould 
the  public  enjoy  benefit  to  the  hurt  of  a  private  man  ^  it  is 
bocli  wrong  and  difhonourablc.Sothat  the  citizens  themfelves, 
by  their  Magiftrates  and  Council,  under  the  infpcdiqn  of 
careful  overfccrs,  are  the  moft  proper  undertakers  for  fuch 
work  themfelves;  and  have  no  need  of  cautioners  for  thou- 
fands of  pounds:  For  the  money  could  be  iflued  out  weekly 
or  monthly  to  the  Overleer,  to  pay  the  men  every  week; 
fo  that  there  could  be  no  rifque  of  lofing  or  mifapplying 
one  penny,  and  there  may  be  found  fuch  lovers  of  the  city's 
intercft  and  honour,  as  would  take  great  pleafure  in  furvey- 
ing  and  ovcrfeeing  the  work  done,  according  to  the  given 
and  agreed  on  plan,  would  not  fuch  as  the  compiler  of  the 
Plan  be  a  proper  hand  therefore,  if  his  time  and  bufinefs 
coincided  ;  and  that  for  any  fmall  and  reafonable  allowance, 
and  be  accountable  for  any  tranfaftion  therein  weekly,  e- 
vcry  week   being  furety  for  another. 

Would  not  fuch  a  method  be  both  a  faving  and  reafon- 
able way  of  procedure. 


FINIS. 


.  i 


*^^  .      *^  J- 


^     V 


•    • 


€:> 


^^  A^V 


